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pressure, she said. * On Monday he was engaged with the
international situation from 10 a.m. to j a.m. the next day. On
Tuesday his labours lasted without intermission from 10 a.m
to :z a.m., and on Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 4 a.m. It was the
price of fame and responsibility.
On ipth March Ribbentrop stated the German case. It was
simply that the Franco-Soviet pact had made Locarno null
and void. The next day Eden was reporting to the House
his hopes of a world conference. Germany was invited to
lay her claim before The Hague Court, and asked not to in-
crease the number of her troops in the zone or to fortify it.
Three days later Eden received Ribbentrop, who had brought
over a written reply. The delegates were playing for time,
were negotiating on lines that were parallel, and accordingly
did not intersect. On 25th March Germany was allowed a
glimpse of democratic solidarity in the signing of the Anglo-
French-American Naval Treaty.
Eden followed it up the next day with one of his
most important statements to the House on the nature
of British foreign policy. He roused members to an
unaccustomed enthusiasm by the impressive dignity of
his words. Loud cheers greeted his refusal to be * the
first British Foreign Secretary to go back on a British
signature '. Locarno was * a new label for an old fact', for it
remained a vital interest of this country that no hostile forces
should cross the French or Belgian frontiers. We were not
arbiters but guarantors of Locarno. But our fundamental
obligation under Locarno was to seek a peaceful solution—
which was the reason Eden gave for his disagreement with
the French and Belgian view that sanctions should be im-
posed against Germany.
The Times first leader was full of praise. £ Mr. Eden's ex-
planation of British policy yesterday was an admirable
Parliamentary performance—the best, because the most spon-
taneous, he has given since he became Foreign Secretary.
The argument was careful, vigorous and cogent; and it was
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